Portal and mesenteric vein thrombosis after portal vein embolization in a patient with protein S deficiency.
Portal vein embolization can be performed safely, and so far no major complications have been reported. We report an extremely rare complication of portal vein embolization, a case of portal and mesenteric thrombosis in a 65-year-old patient with protein S deficiency. Right portal vein embolization was carried out prior to extended right hepatectomy for advanced gallbladder carcinoma involving the hepatic hilus. Computed tomography 14 days after embolization revealed massive thrombosis of the portal and the superior mesenteric veins. A protein S deficiency was found by means of an extensive workup for hypercoagulable state. Portal vein embolization may have triggered a cascade of events that was expressed as portal and mesenteric vein thrombosis resulting from deficiency of protein S. It may be better to determine the concentrations of such coagulation regulators prior to portal vein embolization.